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Tackling public health effects of climate change
What this priority covers:
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The International Association of National Public Health Institutes (IANPHI) plan for action on health and climate change sets out how 
national public health agencies have a critical role in dealing with climate change. The plan is in line with our own views about the work 
needed to respond to the health effects of climate change and has been used as a basis for action. We need to do the following:

Response and action

• Make sure policy advice and 
guidance, based on evidence, is 
given across the public health 
system in Wales.

• Co-ordinate action and contact 
with other UK nations and 
agencies and across the public 
health system in Wales.

• Make sure we are prepared for 
and respond to extreme weather, 
together with other partners, in a 
way that meets the needs of our 
most vulnerable communities.

Monitor and evaluate

• Develop our climate monitoring so that 
we can check the effects of climate 
change on health and well-being and 
guide further action from agencies, 
including incorporating early-warning 
systems.

• Carry out research into the public health 
effects of climate change, and the 
effectiveness of interventions aimed at 
reducing them.

• Evaluate the health effects of climate 
policies in Wales.

• Evaluate the effect of our own ways of 
working.

Protect, promote and educate

• Protect people and communities from the 
health effects of climate change, with a 
particular focus on equity and reducing health 
inequalities.

• Educate colleagues from across the health and 
care system about climate and health risks, 
making sure they feel able to act and respond 
to changing demand.

• Promote healthy environments and lifestyles, 
using changes in health behaviours and health 
impact assessments to influence policy and 
decision-making.

• Help people and communities adapt to and 
reduce the health effects of climate change
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Tackling public health effects of climate change
Our commitment
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By 2030, we will have:    

supported the Welsh Government’s ambition of achieving a net zero NHS 
Wales (reducing our greenhouse gas emissions to as close to zero as 
possible and reabsorbing any remaining emissions by natural or 
technological means).

Our Strategic Plan (or IMTP) 2023/26 sets out our work under three strategic 
objectives:

• By 2026 we will be recognised as an environmentally sustainable 
organisation, and our actions together with partner organisations, have 
co-benefits for health and equity for communities in Wales

• By 2026 we will have provided public health system leadership on climate 
change so that our actions together with partner organisations, have co-
benefits for health and equity for communities in Wales.

• By 2026, we will support the public and the public health system to 
mitigate and adapt to the effects of climate change 
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The Health Impact Assessment was 
initiated by Public Health Wales following 
the declaration of a climate emergency by 
Welsh Government in 2019

.
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Title Publication
Date

Overview Audience

Climate Change Surveillance August 2023 Provides an overview of current climate change surveillance activity underway 
within PHW, as well as a vision for how this could look in the future

PHW/WG

Climate Change in Wales: A Health 
Impact Assessment (Link)

July 2023 Strategic and comprehensive appraisal of the potential implications of climate 
change on population health in Wales

External

How do we cut out carbon 
emissions? A short film (Link)

July 2023 A short video highlighting actions that our staff are taking to help reduce their 
carbon footprint

External

Time to Talk Public Health: April 
2023 Panel Survey Findings (Link)

May 2023 A nationally representative panel of Welsh residents established by PHW to 
enable regular public engagement to inform public health policy and practice.  
This month’s survey covered physical activity, active travel, menopause, 
shingles, and climate change.

External

Responding to the Climate Crisis: 
applying behavioural science (Link)

November 
2022

This guide offers useful tips on incorporating behavioural insights into policy 
work, hopefully increasing the likelihood of a change in behaviour being 
adopted

External

Cutting our carbon emissions
infographic (Link)

October 
2022

This infographic explains why climate change is a significant threat to health External

Communities and Climate Change 
in a Future Wales (Link)

October 
2022

Explores how particular communities feel about the impacts of climate 
change, and how these impacts might exacerbate existing inequalities. The 
project was designed collaboratively and involved participants in long-term 
thinking about climate and inequalities

External

Climate Change and health in 
Wales: views from the public 
(Link)

September
2022

This report presents initial findings from a survey of adult residents in Wales 
on their perceptions of climate change and health

External

Resources for Sustainable Health 
(Link)

July 2022 E-catalogue of the various resources developed by the Health and 
Sustainability Hub over the past few years

External

Circular Economies and 
Sustainable Health and Wellbeing 
(Link)

June 2022 Details how implementing policies to reduce and re-use waste, alongside 
recycling schemes will have possible significant positive impacts on health and 
well-being for the whole population of Wales

External

https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/climate-change-in-wales-health-impact-assessment/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/how-do-we-cut-our-carbon-emissions/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/time-to-talk-public-health-april-2023-panel-survey-findings/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/responding-to-the-climate-crisis-applying-behavioural-science/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/cutting-our-carbon-emissions-infographic/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/communities-and-climate-change-in-a-future-wales/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/climate-change-and-health-in-wales-views-from-the-public/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/resources-for-sustainable-health/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/circular-economies-and-sustainable-health-and-well-being/


Title Publicatio
n Date

Overview Audience

Rising to the Triple Challenge of 
Brexit, Covid-19 and Climate
Change for health, well-being and 
equity in Wales: spotlight on rural 
communities (Link)

April 2022 Provides a strategic overview of the impact, and interconnectedness, of the 
enormous events of Brexit, Covid-19 and climate change in relation to rural 
communities

External

Sustainability Improvement for 
Teams (SIFT): Healthy Environment 
Workshop (Link)

April 2022 Workshop providing an opportunity for teams to identify their environmental 
impacts and do something to reduce them. 

External

Decarbonisation Action Plan 2022-
24

March 2022 Sets out the vision for Decarbonisation within PHW, co-produced on pan 
organisational basis

External

The importance of household 
energy efficiency for health and 
wellbeing (Link)

Dec 2021 This discussion paper highlights how, at present, Wales’s housing stock is 
some of the least energy efficient in Europe.  Highlights how efforts to 
improve household energy efficiency can have a positive impact on 
decarbonisation and climate change, and can lead to improvements in health 
and wellbeing

External

Inequality in a Future Wales: areas 
for action in work, climate change 
and demographic change (Link)

Nov ’21 Report explores how three key trends – changes to how we work, climate 
change, and demographic change – may affect inequalities in a future Wales.  
Rapid review of evidence

External

Health and Wellbeing impacts of 
climate change infographic (Link)

Nov 2021 Infographic highlighting the importance of climate change impact on the 
health and wellbeing of the population of Wales

External 

Rising to the Triple Challenge of 
Brexit, Covid-19 and Climate
Change for health, well-being and 
equity in Wales: spotlight on food 
security (Link)

Oct 2021 Highlights how the combined influences of Brexit, Covid-19 and climate 
change will potentially impact everything through the food that is produced, 
accessed, available and consumed

External

Rising to the Triple Challenge of 
Brexit, Covid-19 and Climate
Change for health, well-being and 
equity in Wales (Link)

Oct 2021 Provides a strategic overview of the impact, and interconnectedness, of the 
enormous events of Brexit, Covid-19 and climate change.

External

https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/rising-to-the-triple-challenge-of-brexit-covid-19-and-climate-change-for-health-well-being-and-equity-in-wales-spotlight-on-rural-communities/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/sift-hem-sustainability-improvement-for-teams-healthy-environment-module/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/inequality-in-a-future-wales-areas-for-action-in-work-climate-and-demographic-change/
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Key national and international documents
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Future focus

• Roadmap for future action

• Development of surveillance, monitoring and 
evaluation

• Healthcare demand as a driver for carbon

• Making the case for investment in adaptation and 
mitigation

• Systems development
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